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A WHITER SHADE OF WHITE 


I Jiaf a surprise, HlairV wi’^k of hell 
f hijs turacd our to be tio tiieh 
thill]};, Fi'iv dtiaivbists wotiM hjive 
been shoclccAl hy this. 

The J^lmiur hAck benchers biivc ^hovi^ 
tbrar usual lAek (tl guK. mriTiv utdoubreiJIi' 
prefcmii^j to rebd enough to u'Curc^ 
A hirurc cAfcCT In the parry hierarchy rhan 
be hiiithirriMj about j brokcfi etaion 
mantfe^ro promise (never mind such 
minor things as pftneipJcsh 
Lord Hutton % irpnrt ha.s been even 
more bcnehciai. An appointed law lord. 
a elassfc reprcaierirative the British 
ruling eitahJishment, has foutuf the 
gosirTTimcnt tiof guihv* The word 
‘svhucw'Asb' springs to mind, paiTiculark- 
given vvhnr Hututin deerdi-d ro ignore 
and wdur he voik luded, for whthht^ 

report bordeivJ tn» the i*ff 

many tfxvas'ioiti^ it went well mio farce 
terriTory wheri he pandered whether the 
“ddirc of the prime minKtrr (O have a 
dossier which, while cortsistenr with the 
;ivnibhfe iniedigerrce. was as strong as 
possible in telarion to the threat posed 
b>' Saddam NusseirrV WMD, may have 
sulvonsctnusJy influenced Mr Scarlett 
and the other members of the JIC ro 
make the wording of the dossier some¬ 
what strorigcr than n would have beeTi 
if it bad been conrained in a normal JIC 
assessment"I BJair has many qualities, 
hui being able to 'subconsciously* 
influence people ts more fitting to rfic 
realms of comic book superheroes than, 
say, a pubfie enquiry. 

ft must have ontjr l>een Hutton who 
(ailed to notice all those memos friim 
downing Street offtcials to Scarlctr 
asking for multiple changes tn wording, 

After all, how^ could those result in 
pressure to baeden the dtsssicr? A f:tr 
better explanatiqn is subconscious 


infliienci^, abhaugh that svas merely .t 
'may have*. Yes, id course^ these memos 
had no efiect on the nirelligcjice cliirf s 
concern Iai aLCuratcly repisrt the 
mrellrgence available. It merely cook 
riumcroiis fcwntes to lio this, ft was a 
rrartc coincideitce That each one hardened 
the claims conramed witbin. 

So, when Blair's chiel of stuff warned 
that a prclimmar)' version of the dossier 
cont.tjned no evidence that Saddam wav 
a threat, 'fcf afonc an rmrmnent threat", 
and a mere week later another version 
wav produced which included the claim 
that the Iraqi dicnitor hud the ca^MCits 
to launch WMDs in 45 minutes that 
was Simply a produi:} of good fortune. 

Or when Campbell asked bcurIcTT to 
,’bartge a cjaini fh.ff fhr trati* mibwry 
tw ahitr' fci dvpttjfv XX'^AIO iv'iirbin 

45 minutes to ‘are able* that, too, 
sintpty shows that the suHconycious 
works m mysttnous ways. 

Nor that such redrafting amoiincs to 
the ‘sexmg up* BBC reporter Andrew 
GiJJigiin quoted Kelly as complaintiig 
about. No, not at nfl. Perhaps Ebir*s 
subcomciouvinflucncmg piiwers explAins 
Hutton*s failure to comment on how 
Blair could chair the meeting at which 
the srraiegy for outmg Kelly was 
adopted arid also litter deny having 
anj'thing to do svitb it? 

But rn Hurton*s world there w.is no 
‘underhand stnategy’ to name Dr Kelly, 
so ignoring Campbell’s diary entnes m 
which he conlwved his iJespcraiiop to 
get the scientist's name out, Jt ts one of 
the many ‘awkward questionv* that the 
Huuon report leaves unansw'ered. 

Perhaps he was picked pfecisely on bis 
ahilicy to ignore what be, and all of us, 
hearcJ at his inquiry? Subconsciously, of 
cciursc. 



Anti-war demonstratofs outside the Hutton enquiry 


So it appears that Campbeirs strategy 
has paid off. By narrowing down every¬ 
thing dodg)- about the Iraq war ro the 
single question of what a BBC reporter 
said m a few' seconds one early morning, 
Campbell has sidetracked the key issue. 
Namciv, whether the war in Iraq was 
really necessary at all. 

bo, to summarise. Hutton attacked 
the BBC for alloMdng one of their 
loumalists to mttcise the government 
on the basis of one uncorro bo rated 
report from a source. Yet he failed to 
a Hack (he government for making the 
45*mimicc claim on the basis of a single 
uncorroborated report from W'lthin 
Jraq.Wc should never forget thar while 


Gilligan*s report was wrong in one 
important respect, the rest of it was right. 
The 45-minute claim was inserted late, 
there was disquiet in the mcclligcnce 
communities about the dossier and 
there was an anfinymous, single source 
for the in/ormarion. AU of which 
Hutton strangely ignored, hexed up? 
Fucked up, mure like. 

What IS amazing is that Campbell 
could accuse the BBC of running an 
anti*\vaf agenda. In fact, the BBC^ w^as 
the most pro-war of the five channels. 
Two things arc true. Firstly, Hutton’s 
report Will ensure rhac it fcecomes even 
more subservient to the govern mem. 
and secondly, ti gave a clear message to 


any civil servant think mg of becoming n 
whisttcblower what to expect if they 
decide to follow their conscience. 

What Hution did not address b the 
simple faa that sixteen months after 
the public^itjon of the government's 
dossier, not a single WMD has been 
fiiund- 

And on the basis of the Hiiteon 
report John Reid, the health secretaryv 
asserted he wanted to sec a shift from 
the culture of a general allegation that 
**all politicians are self-serving and 
prepared to lie even about the greatest 
and gravest matters like going to war**! 
And people wonder why we anarchists 
are rei'olutioitaries 


WORKERS ARMED STRIKE THREAT 


S miihcrn Oil Company worker^ in 
Iraq Anally won that three-month 
kmg struggle over wages when they 
rhfcatcncd an .irmed ^rrikc for highei 
and fairer iialjrtcs rhii month. The lircak- 
thrnugh followii weeks ul firgottatrcins 
,tfid several walkouts by wurkers across 
fhr country. 

The solidarit)' of luf tectof workers in 
Kirkuk, liaap and Baghdad's Daurr,i was 
key m achieving the vkuiry. O/afirion 
.mthormn-i are turrcnfly dependaitt on 
SOf. - If4q’\ biggest and mo’tr lutfjmve 
oil ciimparjy - fyr Hippfies following 
tfir breakdown oi Iraq's nunliern fields, 
which have suffereil contmorius attacks 
on rhci# pipdfrivi jiinJ u.irions. 
fn fifcrmfirr last year, imiiiii lepresent' * 


arivei told mdependent human rights 
group Occupation Watch that SOC 
worken were saving some of their wagesj 


for the possibility cd strike action. When 
these workers saw their w'ages being cut 
by rhe C.oalihon bebw even the emergency 
payments they svere earning at the rune, 
they responded, insisting on a neW' wage 
scale hooked to market prices. 

The onion reinforced rlieir demands 
by wiirmng that workers would take 
mihmnt aaion if demands were not mer. 
This prompted the Minister of Oil to 
travel to Basra lumscll to Ixrgm immediate 
negotiations with union reps. 

in early January this was htlbwed by 
full scale walk-iiiits hy workers ftum five 
mujur pnwcT plants, with representatives 
citing puur wages .ind tong htnirs As the 
biggest reason for (he action. In 
Najiheebii this went even turther, wuth 


workers actually attacking OiaJition 
buildings and officials m proiest- 

1 w'ti weeks later, oil W'orkers m Basra 
loined the Electricity workers, thr&itening 
a total shut down of Iraq, rntrastniciurc 
if demands weren't inei. 

The end result is that minimum wage 
has been set at 1112,000 Iraqi Dinars 
per miiutli * a rise ol over W\, - ihuugli 
IO2,(KI0 IS still barely enoughu The Itwvcsi 
tent in Basra is 25,000 per mmith. leaving 
|usi under 20,000 per week (under i2 a 
day) tti spend on lood, school btJtiks, 
gits, fuel and clean water. 

Uther .iLhievcnicni.s mdiidcd the 
mirnduciiiin ui risk and lovaiioit 
paytiiiius to workers in lia/artluus or 
reniuiv Incatmnn. 


The Iraqi oit workers* direa action 
viaory i.s the first step in the long 
idumev. Life is still hand to mouth for 
the vast ma|oriiy of Iraqi people and 
tell indium are unemployed ^ a 
sta^enng ^0% of the total ptipuiaticui. 

Other .ichievemenn included the 
introduction ot rixk and location 
paymenis to workers m hazardous 
or remote locations. 

The Iraqi oil worken' direct action 
victor)’ IS the hrsi step in the long 
tourney. Life \s still hand to niouth 
tor the vast maiutitv of Iraqi people 
and ten millKui arc unemployed - 
a siaggernig ol the total 
population. 

im liJikTwici 
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Anarchism 

AiFiirc#JiS*A work mwarcis a ii^cKTy oi 
mtirnar aid and vcihinwr) .:o-operdtiorh 
Wc refect all guvemmenr and ecrnumiic 
rcprawioEi- 

nfcrdnm Prew h an independenr 
anarchist puhhshcf. BeunJt'S thi< 
newspaper* which etimes our c\v^ tvfo 
wcelcst we produce hoolcs on nil nspem 
ot nn.ifdirsr iheor)' ^nd praettec, 

Jn our budding m Wlufcchupe^ we rtni 
Bnrain's biggest jnjrchisr boobhop and 
host n soend centre and mcering space, 

I he Agronomy Cfub. We’re cutreiitly 
deve/oping opcfl-access U pravisiijn tor 
.icnivMfs to use* 

Our aim is to e.'rplnm ana r eh ism more 
widefy and ro show rhar human froeduni 
can only rhriee when the msrimtions of 
slate and irapFfaJ has'e been abolished. 
Freedom*s edirors wish to prescfir a 
broad range of anarchist thoughr, and 
as such the views expressed in the 
paper arc chose of the individual 
conrributors and not ncccssardy those 
at rhe editorial coJicctivc* 

Stuff your boss 

Issue 9 of Catalyst, the Solidarity 
Federation's freesticct, is now out- Artidi^ 
include Casual Killing, Scab Union 
Scam, Beiribili^' in the Workpbcc\Ho 
Motc waiting (ut iCondoit) Weighting.. 
Ako avaiJabIc arc leallcts on rights ai 
work. For free copies, contact SR FO 
Box 46% Preston PRl SXF, rcl 079 g 4 
b 752 SJ, emaii solfcd^offed.org.uk 


News from inside 


Payouts after assaults 

Srv«rn™.thMvh..i«rfhdd in Port!..nd 
young Offenders' in^ritiition m Dorset 
have won a £J20,d{Kt payout after 
being assaulted by prison officers. iTiey 
had bectf punched, slapped, kicked, jn 
hiiJ their heads b-mged ngainst the 
Hocir by the screws. The Prison Service 
agreed an oui-of^court setclemetit rust 
before a legal case was about to liegin. 

The solicitor for the youths said rlior^ 
child cjise was “only the rip of an icebei^ 
and rhat the police mvesttgared 5% 
dating hack to the l 9 fI(Ps. Despite this 
pa your, no screws have faced criminal 
charges and there have only been two 


dismtssals. 

Former prison Chaplin* Peter i 
accused the prison of covering up 

assauks nil inmates hy officers nod an 

cx-w:rcsv at the Victorian jail m Oorset 
told the media that she had wiinessed 
bruralitv and, after telling her employers, 
received rhre*irs that drove her into hu^ng. 

A Frivon Service spokesperson said 
that Portland had "improved 
cansidernhiy-* Two forrlier damages 
claims have yet to be settled. 

Bad girls! 

A High Court judge has ruled that 
reeiiagc girls can now be kept m adult 


Obituary 


Kathleen Kantell, also known as Kathleen 
Beharteh died an 11 th January 2004 in 
Glasgow. During the 1950 s in Lancashire 
she organised a highly successful anarehisr 
group called Colne and Nelson Ltbcrrar- 
ran Discussion Group, and a confedero” 
don of local anarchist, syndicalist and 
pacifist groups, the Nekon and Cohie 
Antjmrittarist Committee, to campaign 
agamsf conscription. 

She set up a community in Kirkubrigjit- 
shire with the Cofne amsc Leo Beharrel 
and orhm and, while her daughters were 
young, had coruiecoons with Kilquhartiry 
House School. She remained an anarchist 
all her life, but in later years devoted 
her energy to the world campaign for 
dean water father than tlie anarchist 
movement specifitally. 



Portland YOl 


LISTINGS 


Circulation 


We would like to mcrease the readership 
of Freedom, and an imporranr part of 
rhis is getting better circulation. Jf you 
would like to help by selling Frecdnm 
or a£kmg bookshops, libraries or 
newsagents to stock it please wnte to 
Hi Of email circ#freedompress.org.uk 

Next issue 

f,ooffiburions arc warned for future 
Freedomir, fhe next ieyut- will be dated 
2ht February 2U04 and ihe bsf day for 
geffjng copy to us will be ITiiirsday 
I2ih February. You can send aruefes/ 
letters tr* us at Frecdomt ^ipyWauLton* 

Of by snad mail to 84b Whitechnpcl 
nigfi Sffrcf, Jjoridon M 7QX. 

li yon are fiitefested in writing 
regularly for f reedom wc wnni fo hea/ 
from ffju! 


Aberystwyth 

12 th to 14 th March [ntroduaion to 
renewable energy at The Centre for 
Conrinujng Education, Laura Place* For 
mfo contact 01974 ?l 2 l 5 fl 4 or see 
mvw.grcend ragoncnergy-Co.uk 

Brighton 

7 th and 8 th Februarj' Organising 
meeting for the G 8 summit in 2005 . 

For info comaa gHptherinE®TahoD.co.uk 

Bristol 

2 Jst February Festival for Peace and 
Justice-' day of dchatL-s, workshops and 
stalk from tOam to 6 pm, Souihville 
Centre, BeaiLtcy Road. Contact 0117 
971 7784 for info 


Buckinghamshire 
27th to 29rh February Living in 
Communities course at LILl, Rcdfield 
Community, Buckingham Road, 
Winslow, This course is offered by 
Redficid in association with Diggers 
and Dreamers. Sec wwwJowimpact.org 
or contact liti#lowimpact.org or call 
012% 714 J 84 

5tb to 7th March How to make 
biodcisel - produce your own cheap, 
carbon'^neiitml diesel with no need for 
alrcrnation ro your engine. For more 
info sec www.lowimpaci.tirg nr contact 
IHilSJowimpact.org or call (M29h 
7HI84 

f9th to list March ScJTbuild Geodesic 
Domc^ ^ build your own low-impact 
dwcIfingAtoragc/spare fiium/rctre,it 
from clirap^ Htistauiablc tnrtteriaL* For 
more mfo sec www.lnwimpact.org or 
coritiic* lihflJlriW'imp.tcijirg nr call 
012% 7141 «4 

konclon 

I2tb to Hill Feliruiiry Peiue Not Witr 
benefit: lour nighi miwK: Icyfival ai 


Hackney Ocean, Mare Street, E 8 . For 
tnore info contact 020 7515 4702 or 
festival @pe 3 CC-no t-waf.org 
15 th February Britain's Guantanamo: 
Internment without Trial in Belmarsh 
evening at Friends Meeting House, 
Euston Road, from 2 pm to 4 . 30 pm. 

For more info contact 07816 S 23437 
or see www.peaceandprogress.org 
I 4 th Februar>* Sex for Peace. For more 
mfo see wwwvsacrcdsexrev iv ai .co m 
20 th February Cartoon .Art and Anarchy 
talk by Donald Rooum (creator of the 
world famous Wildcat cartoon siripj at 
8 pm, Conway Flail, Red Lion Sqiutrc, 
Hoibom. Organise! by the London 
An arch Ur Forum 

21 st February An African afternoon in 
memoiy of Malcolm X from 2 pm to 
8 pm at Limry centre, 2-4 Ravens tone 
Screet, Balham* For more info contact 
nkexpIo 0 S'yahoo.co.m nr Eki ott 020 
8347 7605 

25 ih February Authors’ reading night 
at Use Your Loaf Social Centre, 227 
Dqjtford High Street, SES, from 7 . 30 pm. 
Bring sniff lo read, or |ust listen 
27 th February Critical Mass Bike Ride, 
meet iir 6 pm under Waterloo Bridge by 
die NFT 

Every Wednesday the LARC Library 
(rnm I pm: at 62 Fiddgatc Street, EL 
Every Saiuniay Vigi! for the release of 
Miirdecliai Vanunu from 12 ntum m 
2 pm at Kensington High Street near the 
Israeli Embassy. For niore info see 
WWW'.Vanunu.frccscm.co.uk or call 
1 ) 21 ) 7378 9324 

Manchester 

27th Fdiniary Benefit tor (Jrcaier 
Mancliejitef .md District (TNO at the 
Star and Garter with M a neb ester 
I looker, Fobthuro, kuus nl FoniiJLtnd, 
In Jill 9 pm Nl L^ni, C,*!! Dlol 271 gls \ 
tit Kijc ww'W.gniJeiid.org.uk lor itiln 


prison.. Mr Ju«i«H.op»r r«,«<«d. 

Lease pirr forward on 
ywr-oUBtri '’‘■’'’8''“'':;'^*'^;;^- 
Park women’s prison. He sai 
didn't sec how it was m the girls 
interest, but that the sy.siem was lawful 
because of out cramped prwion system. 
Some 6 S girls under 1 » are being kept 
in adult prisons in the UK* 

Part 4 ime pfisoners 
Tw'o 'weekend laJls' should now he 
open to htme prisoners who would 
mirnially be given a prison scnrcncc but 
are not considered high enough risk to 
go into a regular jail, so there time will 
be split between being inside and their 
normal livefi. Their will be facilities at 
Kirkbam, Preston, and Morton Hall 
prisiioSi 

When in chcir communities the 
offenders will be under the supervision 
of probation iifficers* cither working, 
looking for a [ob, or doing unpaid 
work lin theory!K David Biunketi 
claims that rhis is .in artempr to reduce 
the negative impact of short custodial 
sentences - nothing to do with the 
ridiculously over-crowded prisons then! 
Pitot magistrate courts svil! be able to 
impose a sentence of up to 26 weeks 
for 3 single offence* including up to 4 S 


Oxfordshire 

28 th Februar)' Demo at Campsfidd 
Refugee Dcicntion Centre herween 12 
noon and 2 pm. For info call 01865 
558145 

Powys 

14 [b February Challetiging Militarism 
in Wales, a day organised by Cynefin y 
Wcrin / Common Ground, so groups 
and activists across Wales can meet to 
share ideas, co-ordinate actions and 
develop campaigns. From I ( 3 . 30 am to 
4 . 30 pm at the Methodist Church Hall, 
Back Lone, NewroWTl 

Yorkshire 

5 th March Anti-fascist benebt with 
R,vndom Hand at the lin 12 Club, 21 - 
23 Albion Street, Bradford. Call 01274 
734160 or sec wvvw. I in 1 l.com 

World 

6 ih and 7 ih February Demo against 
NATO secLirit)' conference in Munich, 
Germany, For more info contact 
con_ 3 ctir>n@no-n ato .dc 
Uf Alarch Veggie Month. Sec WWW', 
a n ima la id. org. uk/veggiem ont h/cn nte nt^. 
html or call 01732 364546 , cxt 29 
5 th March Women’s Environmental 
Network Fifteenth .Anniversary, See 
w\v\v.\veii.i>rg,uk 

8 th March International Womens' Day 
event - a special mformation and 
discussion website ba.s bee it .set up at 
w ww.f n ra ger. nei/ru 8 

Groups 

Aiuirchivi Federation 

c/o K 4 h Whitechapel High Stieet, 

I mulnn FJ 7 QX 

wwvv.atcd.iirg.uk 

GLiPii War Fedcraiiun 

PO Box 4 ri 7 , Lutuloii FH IQX 

vvww.cLuivwar.ofg 


day® inside. Cjrnwn coum will be able 
to give lunger scncencc* of up to n yeox 

Some prisonefs In need of support 

• Sue Bfackeribufy * impnwined for 
taking direct action agamsi military 
targets: Sue Brackenbury FIT 6792 , 
HMP Eastwood Park, Wonon-undcf' 
Edge, Faificld, GItiucesrershire GLi 2 
SDB 

• John Bowden - long time priiun 
restster and anti-authoritariao: John 
Bnwden 6729 , HMP Glentichrl, King 
O* Muir Road* Tullibody, 

Cbckm an nans hire, FKIO JAD 

• Tomas'4 WilkpsJtcwski - imprisoned 
for killing a fascist in self-defence: 
Tomasx Wilkoszew'ski, Zaklad Komy, 
ul. Orzcchowa 5 , 98-200 Sieradx, 
POLAbm 

■ Harold Fl. Thompson - US anarchist 
prisoner serving a long sentence: 
Hafold H. Thompson 93992 , 
Northwest Correalonal Complex Site 
I, Route 2 , Box 660 , Tiptonville* 
Tennessee, 38079 , USA 
Sadly tt'e cannot list all the prisoners 
who need the support in the world. To 
find out a hour more prisoners we 
suggest you look at the Brighion 
Anarchist Black Cross website at 
w^ww.hr ightonabc .org. uk 


Industrial Workers of the World 
PO Box 74 , Bnghron* BNt 4 ZQ 
wvrw.iww.org.uk 
Solidarity Federation 
PO Box 469 , Preston PRl 8 FX 
w w w.solf ed -org. ufc 

For details of smaller and local groups 
see www.cnrager.net/hntain 

Social Centres 

Autonomous Centre of Edinburgh 
tACE) 

17 West Montgomery Place, Edinburgh 
www.autonomou 5 iCirg.uk 
The Cowley Club 

L 2 London Road* Brighton BN 1 4 JA 
w ww.c 0 wlcycl ub.org. uk 
Freedom 

84 b Whitchapel High Street, London El 
Kebele 

14 Robemon Road, Easton, Bristol 

BS5 6JY 

w'W w. k ehcle.org 

Lancaster Resource Cemre (LaRC) 

The Basement, 7 Sa Peony Street, 

L.an caster 

vvww.ecivaaion.orp/lancaster 
London Action Resource Centre 
(LARC! 

62 FielLlg.tte Street, London EI 
www'.londonaTc*org 
SUXUC Centre 

245 Ghtdmme Street, Nottingham 
NG7 bHX 

vvw'w. veggi cs .ti rg. ok/ra i n bow/ 

Use Your loaf 

237 Dept lord Fligh Street, London StS 
w w w.sq uat. I iccserve .co. iikJ 
uxcyourhmibtnil 

1 mil Club 

2 I 23 Albion Sin-ei, Bradloal, W est 
Yiirkshite, KIM 21 V 

WWW, Him 2.com 

5 Oil tiilovhiip 

56 ( t,iiivpTfin Street. Linidoii SI I * 
wwsvA 4 (ct>L.u.ofg^ 56 ,i/ 























Strikewatch 


• Tern of of civil ^rvam wt-re 

|a>t week *ci rp launch a two-dastrike 
over pav. However^ at the b»t mirtUtc 
tfie PO Iciidcrdup ^wni bchijd mernhers* 
h.i«k> and suspended rhe sffikr ^it the 
Dcp ifirncfif of Work and Ptniiftns^ 
insrnitting it* Sb.OfM) member* there lo 
go TO work a* usual ro allow tatfev to 
take place- Several jhoutand other 
worker* still struck a* planned elsewhere. 


There is power in a union! 


... in its members that is, 
structured to reflect this 


and unions should be 


- Iram driver* in Manchester wnick tin 
I7rij )anijjtr>- for 14 hours* threatening 
more stoppages iti the coming weeks m 
j dispute over union recognition, 

• RMT and Aowciw membcpi walked 
out last rttonrh, shutting down the Tyne 
.md Wear Merro in an attempt to rcducf 
the length o( the working week, 

" l^nd Rover worker* hghrtng for higher 
pjy erruek on the 26fh Janiiarji’ for 24 
hfHirs Und Rover hiive made 

noises thrrjtenriig the future of the plant 
if worker* don> put up and shut up. 


T 


• On the fSth jufiuiinv <mif efttph\vcd 
by the TTiun driver*' union Aslef have 
voted overwhclmirtgly to walk our^ 
fol/otving severe huJIying hy their new 
leader* Shaun Bmdy Staff - who ane 
membe« «f the CxMB genemt tmion - 
decided by twentv' votes to five to take 
industrial atnorii* foil owing hjarassment,, 
and Asicf threatening workers with 
the very same anthumon legislation thev- 
ate *uppo<Kd to oppose. 

• A string of Ulster pyblic services will 
be hit by extended strike action with in 
the next few weeks. 2O*00Q workers* 
mostly members of the Nipsa union 
were set to walk out on bth February as 
Freedom went to pre&s, ahter attending 
protest rallies in January. 

* University lecturer* began a month¬ 
long balloE for a national strike last 
month* claiming that wages in the 
sector have fallen by 40% compared 
with the rest of the workforce for its 
47,000 members. 

* Industrial action bv nursery nurses 
reponed in previous Freedom* is set m 
esenkte in the comtng weeks* Staff have 
fought for benerpay m a serns^ of short 
walk<iuts, but as this has achieved 
nothing they nre preparing ro stage an 
indefinite strike. Best of luck in them! 

* Driving esciminers are to be liallorcd on 
strike action that could sec thousand* 
of driving rests cancelled. Tliey nay their 
employer* the Driving Standard* Agency, 
lids refused ro settle a vix-month-old 
pay dispute. Driving exammers cond'uct 
6*00Q Jests a day, and wt arc pTttry 
sure iar the bosses couldnV hire milkmen 
as Scabs a* Royal Mart attenipred to do 
during the postic strikes ... 

■ Reporters at the Tde]graph newspaper 
may soon strike, amtd growing anger at 
years of co»c<urttng while owner i 

Conrad Black was receiving ailegedly 
unaurhonsed payments. 


htr curreni period is marked by an 
iftcreasc m worker** anger and 
action. Trade umofi* havi: started 
to reassert thcniiclvcs- Strikes, while 
uicrea^ing. arc nowhere near the levels 
of tweno- and thirty years ago. However* 
it is.stiil early dayv What happen* oext 
depends on what dircaipii trade union 
milirant* decide to take. 

Currenriy, the viiricnis panics of the 
left, led by the SW m EnglandfVFalcs 
and the SSP m Scotl-ind* are trying to 
get the more milirani unions to break 
their financial links to New' Labour 
Anarchists cannot help bur agr«. Why 
fund your opprssofs? Yet while agreeing 
on this we radically ohject to the 
suggestion rhar uni on* should tic them¬ 
selves to a new, ‘more kfrwiiig", party'. 

To do 50 wiW simply repeat the mistakes 
of the last hundred y'ears when the union 
hureatieruejes created the Labour party*. 
Rather than push the struggle for 
socialism forward, elecioralism has 
simply guited it of any real radical 
practice and rhtti^ry. Ins read of 
consmtetiLve organisation at the grass¬ 
roots. energy and resources arc wasted 
trying to elect politioans who will not 
betray us or the ideals of socialism^ But 
of course they always have done. 

Instead anarchist* argue that the umons 
should be independent from all political 
paftues. They should use thetr mem bers" 
contrrburions not lo fund a new set of 
would-be polidcians but rather to 
campaign for their members* interest* 
dircccly Wc suggest far more than tust 
this. Anafchtyis argue that the labour 
movement is currently deeply flawed 
and that r* the source of many of our 
current pro blent*. Moreover, wc have a 
practical alternative which would make 
poliricia n* i rrtU: van r. 


Trie current unions 
AnarchLsts have little rime for the way 
the current trades uruon* arc org'.iniscd 
and acT. They are bureaucratic and top- 
dowm* The rank and file have little say: 
their power ts delimited m leadere, whose 
interests are more often in maintaining 
their huge salaries than fighting in the 
interest* of then roembers. The unions 
are hopelessly scctionaiisL While we have 
one boss* wc are divided into many 



Militant pickets efuring the miners* strike irt Yorkshire 


different unions. The members of one 
union often cross the picket lines of their 
fellow worker* simply because they go 
on strike at different times. They dp the 
bosses^ job for us by dividing our forees. 
A**uming, of course, the union bureau¬ 
cracy actually decides to support effective 
action rather than giving up at the first 
hurdle. 

So* for anarchists, the unions waste the 
only real power we, as workers, have: 
out economic power, our ability to use 
direct action to defend and Further our 
inieresa where we work and are exploited. 
For these reason* w'e a^juc for a diff^ent 
form of itvorkplace organisation* one 
run by and for its members. 

From the bottom-up 

This IS how anarchists think the labour 
movement should he organised, from 
the bottom-up. The basis of the union 
should be the mass meeting of workers 
assembled at their place of work. This 
meeting elects its office or factory' 
committee and ddegares. It is for the 
w'orkers affected to decision when and 
w'hac kind of aaion lo take, not distant 
bureaucrats. To co-ordmate common 
struggles, anarchists advtjcatc federalism. 


The workplace union is federated to all 
other such committees in the locality* 
each locality federates and so upwards. 
This promotes dass solidarity, in addition, 
unions within the same Industry federate 
together. The tT workplace is affiliated 
lo a district IT federation, lo distno: 
federarion is affiliated to the national 
fedetariem. 

The dedstoo making process flows 
from the umon meeting upwards. The 
committees arc not vested with power 
to abuse. The members of union 
committees should not be representatives 
like MPs who air their own views and 
ignore the people. Rather they are 
delegates who carry' the message of the 
workers who elect them, if they cry to 
tell the workers what to do, then they 
are replaced as every delegates is subject 
to instant recall by the persons who 
elected them, Rather than being highly 
paid* the aim would be for as Few a$ 
possible to receive wag^ as delegates 
and if they do then it should be the 
average wage of the workers at the base 
of the union. This is not merely a pipe- 
dream as such unions do still exist - 
despite the massive repression unleashed 
against thcju worldwide - for example 


the revolutionary' syndicalist umons the 
CNT and CGT in Spain and the 
horimntally-orgamsed base unions in 
Italy such as UniCOBAS and CUB 

Getting there... 

Clearly such a movement does nor exist 
in this country and it will not appear 
overnight. It will require anarchists to 
work together to spread our ideas to 
our fellow wwkers. For those of us 
who are anarchists, we need to think 
about how we can work withm the labour 
movement fat ihe rank and file level, of 
coursel. I believe wc should be working 
with the rank and file and trying to create 
autonomous w-orkplacc organisation*, 
independent of the trade union bureau¬ 
cracy and organised m a libcrtanan 
way and using libertarian i^crics. 

By a member of the 
Anarchist Workers Network 

The AWN wishes lo help link loggthef 
anarchists by industry and sector to spread 
basic ideas about workers" autPriomy and 
direa action araongsi our fellow workers, 
unionised or not Contact the AWN t/o 
Freedom. 84b Whitechapel High Street 
londQR £t 7QK* See www.awn.org.uk 


Nazi no-show 


• Tboufia ndii of *chrml empfayces m 
Croydon arc contemplating industrial 
action m a hid to case the education 
funding crisj*. A half-day strike in the 
spring is being fined up in an effort to 
pnsc more tiinm .7 out of the Govemment 
rit Croydrin C,crurrcji. 

* .More than IfW worker* a\ rfic Beagle 
aitaah firm in (Jimrthurch staged a one- 
day tfrike in wippnrt of pay claim. 
Managrineni had only offered 2%, 


Monkey magic 


A proposed march by the NationaJ 
Front through Uptan Park in 
London failed to materialise last 
wetk, after anti-bscisrs travelled to the 
area to pro rest, 

A bystander who didnY wish to be 
named said; “They must liave beai 
frightened off, there were a lot of police 
amund. The curreni ractie* iif the ANL 
fnow known as Llnitc agtiinst Fa*cj.smf 
seem quite ineffttfuai thougli. They didnT 
scent fo have any specific plan, they were 


just turning up and shouting.** 

The abortive march ts the third time 
in three weeks that the Nanonal froni 
and BNP have orgamsed events in 
London, after a break of nearly a year. 

On ISth (anuary the National Front 
marched through Woolwich, when ,$0 
members marched down Church .Street 
escorted by pnlice* and a teaflctmg 
campaign on the 24th m PimJico saw 
2i BNP mejiibcrs accosting the public, 
to general derision. 


T he end of January saw a viciorj' for 
animal rights campaigner* after 
plans for a primate research centre 
m Cambridge wxrc dropped, 

Cambridge University, who had 
priipo,red the centre, polled out citing 
excessive Mrcurity risk* after repeated 
demonstrations and warnings trom 
ccmcerncd animal rigbh groups. 

A widely publicised cFliin working 
under the l>.inner of ‘Stop Primate 
Fxiieriments at Cambridge (SPFACr, 


featuring several coordinated regionai 
organisations* has been a major facto 
in the decision. 

The project was originally given thi 
go-,<ihead by John ITescon after heav 
opposition from both local aurhotme 
and Cambridge Pobce. It was nitendf 
to generate research into Al^beinicr*^ 
Parkin&an*i and Fluntingtoti’s diseosc 
by using live monkey** brains a.* a 
reseafch tooL 
edifnrial, paga B 
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21st century dambusters 


Our roving reporter talks ecology, anarchism and the struggle 

_ ^ ■■ ■ 
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against the dam with Solldari@s con Itoiz 



c live in age of 
warer wat$. The Israeli 
SMlc oecopies the West 
hank largely to rake 
advanrage of its 
aquifers and a fecerri 
attempt by the Turkish 
stale to dam the llgns and Euphrates 
rivers almost caiised war with Sj ria. 

The control of fivers through vast dams 
has been the dream of stares and 
corporations across rhr world for over 
eighty vears. The Spanish State ts nt) 
exception. In the North of the fbertan 
Penitisula the Plan Ecologica aims to 
divert many rivers and put them at the 
disposwil rtf jodustf)', tourist hotels and 
ifitensivc agrfcuJturc, The water wai^ 
are fought between stares and within 
the itaies - against the interests of the 
ecimnvcin people and against the very 
earth itwtf. In the tegiion o( Navarra 
the |tO ]2 dam wdl flood nine villages 
and destroy the mJdlife of rivo valleys. 
The struggle against the Itoi^ dam has 
reached inrcmoiiorLal prominence 
through the use of direct anion by the 
ecological grcpup Sotiilari^s con Itot?' 
iSolidtriry with irobch 
Vouf tearless Freedom teporter 
caught up with two activists from the 
SolJdari(g^ asked them some questions, 

I refer to the rwo acrivisrs only as *M' 
and "C to keep rhetr identifies secret. 
Sometimes fve also slighiJy changed or 
paraphrased thdr answers for clarity. 

In 19% the Solidarit^s stopped work 
on the dam for oiic year when fhc)- cut 
rhe cables on the concrete rransportcr. 
Afthotigh the Spanish High Court had 
already ordered the dam's coiistmcrion 
illegal, the Solidari^s were rewarded 
lor cheir acr of ta ^enforcement hy 
being charged with kidnapping-a 
security guard had been locked m bis 
office for several minutes. The activists 
charged responded by going on an 
intemanortal tour, doing talks and 
aetjoni acrovs Eirrope, most memorably 
an occupation of the London 
Millennium Eye in atfunce wjib 
opponemj of the Indian Narmada dam. 


Italian anarchists there arc a lot oi 
people who have the same problems 
and the same menmiity and the s:ime 


frttdom: A tot of the rtmr u v are 
coiTifec/cd, not fhrougtf my fomtal 
group, hut bccfiiMfi* ti'C share a ti*ay of 
things ... 

M: Informal, yes it is the best w*ay. 


freedom/ The roors of the mij-daw 
campaign tic in the l%OSi when the 
CrtordfiiJfiort Agatiis/ the Dam hegm 
ta oppose the gos^emmeni s pirns, Thts 
grouptng of unions, potiticai paetivs 
and dtfit society groups niainty fought 
the impending dmi through the courts. 
When cottstmetion work hegan in / 
the SoHdari^ adopted a different kmd 
of tactic. 

C* We danT believe in law I \X^e arc 
direct action 


Freedom: hi the mid i990s «'e *j/so saw 
a nse in ecohgtcai direct aetton in the 
UK. Is it a coincidence that the same 
kmd of mofemeni was happening in 
the Basque countryf 
M: In the J980S there ^vas a strong 
campaign against the road from 
Pamplona to San Sebastian, we made 
cme camp; that was 1990. It was a strong 
ecological fight apirtsi the road 
Cr Agamsr progress! 


freedom: Did your group arise out of a 
wider enmronmtmial motfement^ 

M: The end of the moionvay campaign 
saw a lot of changes - many environment¬ 
al groups started to talk with the 
pobttcal parties, to change their faeries 
and become Jes$ radical. Also at the 
time TTA’ began putting some biirnhs 
and killing some people ... so it became 
part of a wider struggle in the Ba.sqor 
country, tt mtreduced another dynamic. 


freedom: the Sohdari^s are a pan of a 
wider ti^ve of ecKihgtcai direct action. 
Where did they get tfmr mspirationf 
Mi For ui, the UK direct action 
movemcni js 4 very big inspirarinii: 
ftgbiing ihc motorways, the ontMtiad 
campsitci ... wc have 4 lot of influence 
from here ... 


freedom: And how did you ftnd nut 
ahr/ut the UK direct action mtufemenff 
Mr rVlatnly from the iJnderciirrems’ 
vidiyet wc have all the videos. We are 
al^, working wirli groupi from all parts 
of I'.iiropr, end wr made aiitioo^ with 
ivaoruida UK. utu.** in i,ime 4rruKj(lc. In 
Holland we itudi actum with fifoen 
Fronrf, a very vtrong direct acrjoii grruip 
. .. and j||#r ut iifhrf with the 


freedom: fVe hear that it's more 
djifgmjifs to he a radical aciwtst m 
many parts of Spam now, hvcausc of 
the presence of ETA, the gnvemment 
tad! make up tmks and use that as an 
excuse to repress yon - is that a hig 
prohiem^ 

M: It can be a problcnij because the 
tactic id the Madrid government is to 
use the argument of vinlence - they^rc 
eager to make our struggle seem 
viotem. When we made an action that 
stoppcil the work one year - because 
We cut some cables - ihc newspaper 
and all rhe media fitarted a very smmg 
campaign saying ibat we arc rcrrori^is 
and wc itan with ihe viujcncc ... *l 
wa^rr any violence but it was a 
[rtrong actum, brcatise wc tiKidc a Itit id 
damage, millions ol dauiage, so they 
vran 'yuu urr termristt. you are piin «d 
1 J A', VO the gtivermiiriti is alway\ very 
mteresred oi nuiinpulate the reanori Inr 
die light mg 



Expensive. llJegal, environmentally destructive: the Itoiz dam in Spain 


C: Bur now there arc ail ihe other 
movements, the squats, the government 
is very eager in link them with terrortm 
-doesn't matter il it is in ihe Basque 
country or not - Barcelona, Madrid 


freedom: Many 'Spanish* ucrii^isfi 
refuse to recognise the hgitimacy of the 
Spanish state. Ifte kgitnmey of this 
state is also chailenged hy regiona! 
nationaiist groups. Htstoricaliy, 
natnmalisf groups in the Basque area 
haue resisted Madrid*$ luif^oriry. 
does this affect the acimns of 
Solidari<§^s con ttouf Is that <1 rent's 
history of national struggle a bonus f 
M: You mean, if the social movement 
in the Basque counm' helps, for example, 
the struggle agairuw the Imu dam? Yeah, 

I thmk SO. Yeah, because I think the 
people arc more sensitive to other 
problems, environment problems, 
natural problems I thmk maybe the 
cnmmuiiiry sense, the links, it help soda! 
struggle, the political struggle and the 
struggle for the earth. 

C: I think that Basque people arc quite 
open minded, because they arc fighting 
so long that they don't believe iti 
government; they know well the face of 
government and politics ... they ,ire a 
people who five connected wtrh an 
envifonmcnf - forest, rivers, all other 
pans of Spam is very mdustrialiscd. 

M: And ur are some pans of the Baiiquc 
countryl Some provinces are very 
developed; very badly. Maybe the pkur 
wc live, in Navarra, is iiiorr forest ... 

For Hi there arc uu biirdcr> to s.ty 'thi!i^ 
*ji the Ikisqur nature, thts a the Spiinisb 
tiarurc’, for us tliere iii no bordrr 


I’reeJirtf#: ,Sfj m the SolidariUPs iamfhugttt 
there ate both peoph* wlnt haw been 
horti Oi the amt, and there are utso 
pvftple udui've come from tUbrr pttrts 


of the Spanish Statef 

M: And also from Europe, and from 

the world ... 

Ci You are welcome co come! 

M: A lot of people take part, wc have 
no restrietton of the territory - we are 
fighting against eanh destruction, first 
thing, because for us there are no borders 
to say ‘this is the Basque nature, this is 
die Spanish nature', for us there is no 
border. 


freedom: Hou* do the Sohdari%s see 
the other political groups active in the 
Spanish statef Ignoring the traditional 
left - the fSOE, equivalent fo our oum 
iMhour Part}. TheyVe tn the pockets of 
the companies fust like the PP Iconsetva- 
fives), hut maybe m slightly different 
pockets, Bui what about the .Anarchist 
orgammtioiis, like the legendary CNT 
direct action umonf 
C: Wc are like a net - so we help each 
other. Wc arc fighting against the dam, 
hiif tnjiybc there is an aaion m another 
city against the high-speed frail hnkl, or 
maybe against a jail, and we gci 


wc are like a net, and one day we're all 
together, but there are too many striigKlcs 
and we canmn he all together ... I used 
to lived with a CNT mem her ... and for 
example in the social centre we had tit 
Pamplona, rhe CNT ts rherc. 

M: 1 think the (.hTF is very* few people. 
Inn they work hard, very aaive. 


freedom: Right now the authontiei ate 
test idling the dam, in #rr whether tt 
Wilt hold the u*atet*s uunght Aliiirr 
the tdiages in the water's path have 
already been violently evicted. Although 
the .Spaniih high t omt n MtU ridmg 
,tgawst the dam then* is no guarantee 
that the dam muft be filled q^tukh m 
a few drtv*. Ill preMmt alt the utmfhitgfUfn 
with a fm at n mipb. 


Still the struggle contmtm. The a-an 
that are fought Iry the companm 
always demand our resistance. After 
making more than set'enty action m 
eight years the 5ofiiiffri@s con Itmz ahu 
need to struggle to defend themsehna, 
tnaki Gjrrfai Koe/i um rttenify jaiW 
for five years for hs part in the cable 
cutting actum. 

Is there anything else you'd like to 
say to people m (he who mil ht 
reading this intenieud 
M: We’d like to say that wc are lighting 
against this dam, and we have to say 
that it is not a local problem, Becjiue 
now the big discussion tti the wurhJ» 
rhe w.'itcr privatisation; this must he 
one of the biggest problems m the 
w*orld. Now m the 21st century the big 
corporations w'ant to take contrul over 
all the water, and this is already 
happening in many places irouml the 
world so, 1 think we have to take 
control of our re sources, not only the 
water - every thing that we need* that o 
not a luxury*, but a real iieeeL They 
want to steal this resource that belongs 
to rverybiidy, and they want ii» gel x kK 
ol money from that, and there are a lot 
of people whf) .ire dviiig now bccait^ 

I hey don't have any fresh water ii» 
drmk. So rhe water in this ceniun' mu« 
Ih- the biggest poiblcm, IMsl like oil w*s 
lor the last cemtiry and the cxiw **< die 
biggcM wars, just like oil has beeiW 
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Kingdom of Micomicon 



Dave M considers twenty-odd years of organised anarchist (and 
related) activity in Haringey 


I 'vr bmi active in vjrioui* iocal 
libcmmn^ struggle and 
coffimuniry groups and iiamiwigiii 
111 Hjjingevi North Uindon for 
)Ubt over twTnty years. This is mv 
personal tecolleOion and simimaf>’ 
n II lull one view. The tilfJ is 
not to blow 0ny trumpets but no 
evaluate some of our hicil cxpericiiees 
to see whether anarchist ideiw and 
activities can be rdevarn, popular and 
even nminsfrcafn in our l‘tK:^ll t-oimnuni- 
ti» - and ivhrthtr organised loca l i^icaf 
acnviTy can nwlrc a fell difference. If so^ 
how db we realise rhis p<irennal? 

Our area 

ISO.thJO people live in Haringey, North 
tondrin - the generally middle-class 
western side (Crouch End, Hornsey, 
Musw-ell Hifil and the i^rMrafty wtirferng- 
class eastern side (Toncouhami, mth a 
very miJied centre (WimmI Green J 
dotninated by the ctimmcfcial High 
Road and its ‘Shopping City'. In the 
preduminatcly working-class areas 
there s a very high pcrcettragc of people 
from mtmiriiy ethnic groups, mainly 
African and Cafihhean, and Greek, 
Ttifkish and Kurdish. Most of rhe area's 
factories have closed down and employ^ 
merit is now nwinly service and shop 
w'ork* with the Couned being the 
largest employer. 

Local libertarian activity 

1 haven't heard much abouf local attarchisi 
achvir>' before the inid-l?70s. There 
was the so-called Tottenham Anarchist 
Outrage in 1^*11 when apparently two 
Rusban anarchists killed a copper 
chasing them after a mbherj' ^ and there 
ii*as an anardiist bookshop, Libcrtarlit 
Buuks^ in the area m fhc early '70s. 

fn the late *“(h and early '80s local 
ano-muieof pow'cf campaigners were 
vicry active, and there was a strong, 
independent Haringey Women's Centre. 
The local labour movement was aUci 
strong, but dominated by the Communisr 
Party When 1 moved to Totten ham I 
was mfrially active in the Haringev and 
Islington Claifriants Union-a lihertarton 
group tvho'd been highly involved with 
cbimants struggles since the late 196f)s. 

A few Ilf ui set up fhc TottcnJiana 
Ciaimanis Union iTCUl in 1^83, at first 
nictimg in somconeV home, then in a 
newly-set up council-funded Uneinp loved 
Workers Centre dominated by the 
Communisf Pany. 

The TCU flourished, concentrating 
on empowering claimants to fight for 
their need*. cJipimiig fraud squads, and 
malting good links with kical lihrmr 
movement ,icTiv»sfs, fhc penooners' action 
grrmp and shim'life htiusmg UMtps, 
Women af the unemployed centre set 
up Haringey Unwaged Wornenv Group. 
Our htgfv pfiint wan calling a two 
liimdrrtj strong iKcopanon i.#f the tavic 
C' eiitre to demand nnergenty paymeiiis 


iltiring a DSS strike. We were also very 
active in the Fedcfanon of Claimants 
Unioas and helped organise conferences 
and a few of iheir annua! camps- 
Sume Haringey aemnsK got heavily 
involved in the Stop The City mass 
protcstVcamivaU m London, 1983-4. 

We decided to form the Haringey 
Community Action (HCA) anarchist 
collective, to support and encourage 
autiinomous, radical local campaigns 
and groups * we alsf> set up a pr<^ 
vquatTing group, Hfimev For AIL Some 
of us started an artarebiSf paper, The 
Free Totrenham Times, 

Durmg the 1983-84 miners' stnke both 
HCA and TCU got involved in support, 
with TCU members pumng strikers up 
in iheir homes. In 1985., TCLTs active 
support for the Wapping prtntsvtjrkcfs 
IVJ 5 dw UsT straw for the local Ciimmimist 
Party who decided to fry to suppress our 
ideaA, example and influence, producing 
a hiloriaus local scandal sheet attacking 
us, All to no avail - the CP itself 
colbpsed soon after, following the over- 
thruw/dem lie of the USSR. The 5i4xriahst 
Workers Parry are now by far the mf>st 
dominant Left party in HaFingcy. 

In 198J, following some years of black 
peoples self-organisation and anger at 
injustice* there was the ttjcal Broadwirer 
Farm .inn-policc uprising - the resulting 
defence campaign inspired a mimbcr of 
other local campaigns against police 
brutality and metsm. The local residents 
association there have since worked 
hard to transform conditions on the 
estate* There were also battles that year 
between ptilicc and antidascisis when 
anti-fascists attacked a National Front 
meeting io Tottenham. Fascisms have nof 
been seen lo the area since - a threatened 
BNP meeting in Hnmscy last year failed 
to materialise when three hujidrcd anti¬ 
fascists gathered in wait m the area. 

HCA ground to a halt m the late '80s, 
hitl Eibertart.in activists in the west and 
central pare of the borough were involved 
in renewed anti-nuclear campaignmg 
and strike support. TCll and the Unwaged 
Women's Group decided we'd had enough 
of the way dir Unemployed Workers 
Centre was run, and set up our own 
Unwaged Centre (a shop front which we 
kept open daiK lor over five ycarsl. 

Tfie modem era begins 

Tlicn came the poll fa.x - a huge turning 
point. Through our contacts with 
Claimants Unions in Scotland twhere 
rhe tax was first brouidit in! we in TCU 
thought It could he beaten. In 1988 
Tfitteiiham Ag^nnst the Poll Tax fTAPTi 
was set up, based m the Unwaged Centre 
- one of the firfit anti-poll tax groups ui 
Foiglund - and itrKin after, hbertarian 
activists elsewhere in the burn ugh were 
the key to the setting up cif Homstf)' & 
Wiuid Green ATf, followed by Green 
Lanes A^L These three groups were rhe 
hasis of a Haringcy-wnie ma«5 non- 
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From billboard to community noticeboard: subvertismg in Haringey 



payment campaign (HAPTU) involving 
the distribution of hundreds, of 
ihousancU of leaflets, 500 street reps 
and at one time up to rw'cnts^ 
independent neighbourhood groups, Ai 
a strong and active local □rgamsation 
wc helped set up London-wide and 
national anti-poll tax networks and 
fedetaiions, including the Trafalgar 
Square Defendants' Campaign after the 
huge anti-poll tax demo/hartle there. 

As the campaign drew to a close in 
the early 1990s, oJI three main Haringey 
groups decided to build on what was 
achieved and to transform themselves 
into local general sotidant)' organisations. 
After a year or two* the three groups 
merged imo Haringey Sohdartty Group 
which has continued to meet at least 
monthly ever since. 

Solidarity activities 
HSG has been involved m a wide range 
of issues, campaigns and initiatives - 
including support for community 
struggles and residents groups, anti- 
police brutality groups, strikes (including 
support for a long and hitter local strike 
by lurkish factory workers), unwaged 
claimants issues (including Job Seekers 
Allowance and housing benefits), ann- 
mibtansm, opposing privatisatton of 
services and antisocial regeneration and 
doelopmcnt prio)eccs, opposing advertmng 
(and supporting subverrising), and 
organising regular local ■critical mass* 
hike rides .We have responded to some 
local elections with Vote For Nobody 
Icafleimg and pubhaty (which ts prerty 
popuLar — about 70-75% don't voic 
anyway}. Many of us in the last few 
years have become heavily involved in 
our local residents associations. 

All the while wx have run a small 
office, done monthly mailours of info 
and minutes to about 140 local people, 
held dijicussions, produced a range of 
leaflets for handing out on the street, 
and for many yean disTribiiicJ a free 
local dour-to-door news-iheei (nnginally 
8 to lf> pages and called Dimmuniry- 
Action, hut now 1 to 4 pages and called 
The Totally Indypcndent, with 4,000 to 
15,000 copies of each edition), 


HSG has always tried to cncoumgc 
other people around London to form 
communit>'-ba,sed solidarity 
oTganisarions. We've been particularly 
encouraged by the growth and strength 
of anarchist activity in neighbouring 
Walthamstow, and their regular 
community paper The Underdog. It's 
great to hear of so many similar groups 
throughout the country, and to read 
their excellent local news-sheets. The 
total copies must add up to hundreds of 
thousands a ycarl With effective groups 
in every borough, village atidi town I'm 
sure that could be millions We try to 
play an active pan in helping organise 
and publicise national networks and 
events, including the annual Mayday 
■actions. We helped produce The .Agitator I 
directory of anti-authoriiarian groups 
countrywide, and also produced and 
distributed a range of community 
solidarity sockei^. Numbers in the 
group have fluctuated, with twenty to 
thirty people regularly attending 
meetings a few years back. There's 
currently about eight to twelve people 
actively involved. We're not a huge, 
dynamK group, and much of our acrivity 
has been marginal and of modest effect 
* but we are plugging away and doing 
our best to spread ideas and to support 
posmvc inimti ves. 

Debate and dilemmas 

The group's politics have been flexible 
and there is often debate and sometimes 
controversy ^ but in general wx have 
promoted h bertanan/anarchisi ideas 
and activitiesi, collective forms of 
dccjs I on-making, and grass roots 
working-class solidarity and struggles. 
Apart from some Turkish comrades, 
rhere have been very few black and 
ethnic minority people in the group. 
Men arc usually well in the majority at 
meetings, and women m rhe group at 
one time set up their own HSG Women'^ 
Group. There arc few parents involved. 
These are major cbalknges to us if we 
want to involve more people, have real 
tnnuence, and overcome marginaksation. 

Other dilemmas have mcludcdi 
tigoiu&ing over the cxcclleni hui locally 


controversial Reclaim The SrFcets mass 
party which to6k over Tottenham High 
Road with unforcunatcly no pnor 
involvenwm of local acovtsa or residents; 
how community and claM issues inme^ 
mix; how to respect and be part of the 
community rather than just try‘ to push 
a line and recruit; whether to work more 
with the SOT-dominated Trades Union 
Council or set up a new independent 
local workers network: whether to work 
with lefiist-dommaicd or hierarchkal 
organisations; fDCUs;mig on local versus 
I inter)national issues; how to work 
effectively with other Haringey groups 
and campaigns without compromising 
our revolurioinary ideas; bow to avoid 
being a marginat chque;how to share rhe 
decuiommaking rolkoiv^ whUsi encour- 
aging initiative and more involvement* 
We're also continually wondering 
why aren't we achieving fo much more 
when there's so much flicking potential 
out thcteM I'm sure many of these 
questions affeo each and every local 
anarchist group. 

If we are going to develop and build¬ 
up a popular mass ann-authoritarian 
movement in this country and across 
she world then wc need to see similar 
locally-based solidarity groups every¬ 
where, sharing ideas and experiences 
and thereby developing successful 
strategies for long renn community 
resistance and real alternatives. A 
successful revolution can only be made 
by a process of ever-increasing empower¬ 
ment of people at the grass roots where 
we live and work, m wTuch people gain 
the confidence and strength to challenge 
j all the powers-that-bc that currently 
dominate our everyday hves* I believe it 
IS essential lo build up an independent 
residents’ group m every street and 
tu?ighhourhood, a solidarity group in 
every workplace, and a local anti- 
authtintonanfanti-capitalist otganisatioii 
m every httrough and town. 

I 0aw is a mwnDei of HSG and leaaJent (rt 
Tonenham, HSG have produced » numbei ol 
pamplifea, and leaflets. Cliacfc out 

webam at http://h$g,cui5l>Mm,ofi 

mm to them at HSG. PO Box 2474. London 
m Donatiom nouW tm appieomtedi 
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Editorial Commentary 


O il »lrvf liituiarv Vwitw 

|\iliTiL-r ^vjii k*iiud b.iHilling 
rrijni n liKrtturf m rhf 

.11 I IMf^ Womlhill. 

Hi‘ w.l-i 

hud been ill Wci^ulhil! ft>r 

tivfcrn V^ttriji tii be 

HJis known, b.iJ Kvn on the rim for six 
yrAf^. h:iVJiit;cs.iipcd (rnm fitrnvingh.ini 
Crown Courf in J^97iiftcr being 
conviciKl ti( iim%pirjcv ro rob ii post 
office. He Wii?i I.iken Kick inio cusiody 
m 6th Jsnujrv. Hi? w:is rlic eighth nuI 
filicide ol JintH. 

last et4r pHs-ancr!? died from acts 
nl\srh-h.'irm. rbfrrv-one were 25 or under* 

0 rhird were on remand. The fourtcett 
women wen- the highest nundwr recorded 
ni a sitigfe year* As ^uJtel Lytm of rhe 
PriiM)n Reform TVuse s,iid "pn-irt^n Miieidei 
area rragte indicafor of sickness, nor only 
m the individuiil but also in rhe systcio." 

Airhougb women make up only ol | 
rhe prison popufjiion thev accotini lor 
over 15 % of suicides .iiid 45 % of self' 
hami mcidenrs. To sjuotc jnlief Lyon 
ag.iin, “affer j rypic.sl lifetime of child¬ 
hood se.yuiil abuse, domesiic violence 
ntid severe mcnf.il healrh problrms, rhese 
u'omcn ar^" vulnerable Ki be impriso¬ 
ned. Feriwfe prisons are hemg used as 
psychLirnc holding-cells on the cheap.” 

Cimbridge Universrry's announcemenr 
rhar they'd abandoned plans to ejtpand 
their primate research facility ought rt> 
make us pause for thoughi. 

Experimenrs on monkeys cause 
hundreds fo mobiliset while the most 
damaged* brutalised and vulnerable 
members of the working class can be 
thrown mitj pi! in their thousands, to tot 
Of tor many - to take their own Vwes. 

Vet many activists Kirdy r:ijse an eS'chrow. 

Prisons are dumping grounds and* 
increasingly* graveyards for that section 
ot the working class which is least 
economically viable and. m capital's 
ow n rerms, the most dysfunctional. 

They’re full* not only oJ the rmnoriry 
ivho refuse to recognise the hw of 
property, but aiso those who can’t cape 
with iht cenmry capitalism - the drunks, 
beggars* shtipliftcrs, fme-defauIters, street 
drinkers .lad pub brawlers. 

Easier for New Ijiboue to jail them 
than to support them* or have rhem 
w'amicr the streets as a dcspatruig, 
disenfrinchised rabble. 

Tlie German tevolutioriary Ernst Bloch 
once described revolution .is a *‘d.trk 
crossro.ids ... wbete the dead return* 
bringing new^ announcements^ In 
rebuilding the mde pen dent organis.ytioii 
of the working cla&s we avenge all those 
whose lives have been lost fo the cause 
of proht. Wc should speak* not only for 
the living, but also far the dead w-hich 
this system, so full of pious cant about 
■fthits' and Remembrance'* ivt.mld prefer 
us fo forget. 


Leaden clouds 


Quiz answers 


Ufi..n Morris .inil lUir ..rtthrupulDsitiil 

livw wp mv Si.rurJ 4 r-™™inii 5 , 

tti il.c IcaJi-n ttouds c)l dciir«si«n I *« 

thill hliif itrrak), rrlUvU'.l m tlii: piiB« 
111 PwcJoni. I'm sure '<iim.' ”1 "'I’'" 
llrian siiys is mrrwi (CnmitifiilniT, 

24 th Jimuiiryl. l li.- stxs nii; ns .irrcig.-im. 
tpiiurjiii. miive. wilfully misinrcrpf«tiiiB 
him miJ mure. IVrhaps his ovcr-re.iytion 
111 ilisiiBtccincni is syiiiprominic ul .m 
in flex I hie rrnnd? 

Althongh I iliink amhropological 
afgiiinertis .ipplied ro anarchism donV 
work* I'm not concerned wifh ihe fights 
.iitd wrongs of them - these don’t c.xiiit. 
What matters is whether an idea is 
effective or not. Ihcre’x norhing vvfong 
with the ide-i of .1 iLif earrh (look tint 
of the window' and one can see itV Hath 
But as an ide.i ir docs have problems. 

As I 4ec if* what weVe .ibonf is trying 
fo umangle why anarchy hasnt come 
ahnir. Tfic battle that% .ilways raged is 
h.isteall> the diehuromy between nature 
and nurture* or its modern equivalent* 
.inEliropology versus sociobiology. In 
the pages of rrecdiim the contest is: 
postmodernist .iCiidcmic cl-iptrap 
(called such by John Shutcl versus 
postmodemist anarchist claprf.ap {called 
anarthohabble by me). 

My contention is that we noiv have 
(which we didn't have bet’ore) scientific 
evidence to support the ‘'academic clap¬ 
trap" The problem with the anarcbo- 
bahblc IS that it's based on social science 
(anthropology) which has never been a 
science. My concern isn’t with the 
academit; aspect of the argument. Tm 
concerned w-nh impkmenting the ideas* 
since that is whafs missing at present 
from arguments about anarchism. 

The problem is a tough one because 
many anarchists have a weak background 
in biologs' [the 'academic claptrap'). This 
now seems to ha ve become my fight* 
since 1 have a soctobiologicaj interest. 

Brian asks what insights I have to offer. 

I thought rd given them* but fortunately 
he answers his iiwn question succinctly 
and correctly: humans are aitLimfs and 
the stale consists of humans* Most people, 

> net tiding anarchists and (I suspect] 

Brian, dtmR think weVe animals driven 
by our genes. He and anthropnlugisrs 
ficlicvc that, m some mysterious way* 
Wf’rc superior ami that the rules 
governing other animals don't apply lo 
us. If they did, Brian would have nothing 
to write about and anthropologists 
would he out of a ioh. 

I know ril never convince Brian .ind 
other anarchi.sfs whose views are hased 
on anthropology. My hope is that some 
postmodemist neophyte w'ili be impressed 
by the soctobiolrjgical argument rather 
than tired old anarchiAt rhetoric, 

Peter Gibson 


I. In (jiTWiiiding ordejc, «amur.ii {warriorsJ** 
tamicfs, ^nd fnerchaijts. The 

uiiKirat dt^prwrd iiiercliama, jiid feudalism 
wjs thrrwing Mgns of collrtpsr by ibe early 
ninMri-fith ccnriiry when merchants r,iripcd 
more rfuii truiijr tmiurai. 

2. He was j Muhnijrifir captain in ihc Auinru 

Hurigdoan Navy, ijfikitig drirffaJ %hifn m 
the Adnttic wnh greai oJ file. 

* Vf#ti thnruld never havt your hc?i iniuiieris mi. 
4 T fiiei: poln. anvil Were dint do ring ,1 |rwrl 
robbery in london’s lluuiidjditth In JHfU. 
fin ifiirviia had frh ii lani from Mdliani'ifa 
lO dir iojriif Alov liiwrLfiy,j|jiifi, ir w.it hnmd 
ifiiiit one <d the ibpcvev lonJ jppriij/;lji*J 
1 iiftr Krid /ioafrhiiii rhij^, pitung j| 4fi 
•m.^rnpKr d (nn.hjiin*,. .md had ohMirrrii 
rhr <ard 10 00 nilrodiii.iiopi to a ujpplief 

Mairtiriu Wit foiinrl to ht fonrHeiir 


Surprise attack 

At present 1 here's a lot of talk iif conpera- 
Tion between the various anarchist 
groopii in this country, so I was surprised 
to sec an attack on anardii>-syndicalism 
in IVecdom fbyndiciilism* I Oth January')* 
cspeci.illy as this was written ten yeans 
ago ami originally published in Red *md 
JlLick Rcvolytion, the journal of Irefand’K 
Workers' SoliJarhy Mtivenitiit, in 
Ocrtilier I 

( he iirtidt descrdies tme form of 
revolutionary tymJicalisiii asNotinied 
wirh rhe old t(idiis(n,jl Workers ui ihe 
World (IWWl and flien uses this 
del ini don to tfiiici'S!i: pttNcriiday iinnnht^- 
syndicafisni .ind the fmrTiiaiioruU Workm 
Aiifiot iiirmri (fWAk 

1 111 ? Iffidi fhr wnier* Alan Mchirnmn, 
iMloniiikmg tiie ii.iirtui'ni ili,ii .uiariJni' 


,i.|idk«lii.iii IS .ipollliCill. li nn'l; ili.' 
very dcwiptiiin ihc l-oliti (5 .iwa/. 
.\n.lTdl.i-s>'i.di.^iliiit' *« the rcvolimiiiiori- 
uiiiiiii ill .1 owch widct scHM- thnii ih^i 
described in the arndC' 1 or us* t c 

„„icm n.L-tudes both wnrkphce ami 
ctmiinuniry organisation. JrS seen a% an 
ta^onomic and ptiliiic.il organisation - 
wc dtin’t iec why the nvo have (o he 

artJfictally separated* 

Of course* the tea! crux td the iiriicle 
is Ul .irguc for .i specific an.irchisi 
organisafkm. outside of any revoliirion- 
ary union, liucb an org.inisJiioii would 
guide ilic ordinary workers' union and 
keep .1 on the 'coffecr' path, Sound 
himiliar? li should n image 

of the Leninist argument for rhe 
revolutionary parry. 

The criticisms of what happened in 
Spain have been dchared many rimes. 

All I want to point out is ihar many of 
rhose criticised lor what happened were 
also members ot the speciReally anarcbisi 
organisation, the FAI. 

One thing the ariicle does get right is 
that anarcho-syndicalists reject political 
power. After all, we're anarchists. All 
power has to be ahtilished. We argue for 
workers' control* □ difterent concept 
aircfgethen 

Apart from the grudging admission 
th%it anarcho-syndicalism has been the 
largest org.tnised tendency (In f.act the 
only one that achieved mass appeal], 
the entire piece could've been written 
by Jt member of any Trotskyitc group. 
Instead of publishing old articles, perhaps 
it would be more productive it you 
published something about inodetn 
anarcho'syndicalism, w ritten by active 
a na echo- ^ynd ica! ist 5. 

Steve 

DOC concession 

'your report on actions taken by the 
Tennessee Departmenc of Correction.s 
(News from inside, HJrh January) wa? a 
little hit misleading. It said that the 
DOC had effectively terminated 
inmates’ legal w'ork by removing type¬ 
writers and word-pfoecssofs from 
authrirised prisoners' property lists. 

Initially this was indeed the po.sidon; 
but as a result of a co-ordinated wurld- 
wuie letter-wiifing campaign by* amongst 
others* the hViciids of htarold Thompson, 
the Tennessee authorities agreed to 
provide him with regular access to a ti'pc- 
writer, albeit of the old mechanical kind. 
Small beer* perhaps, but in doing so 
the DOC has conceded the principle of 
pmojicrj being allowed free use of such 
facilities for lasv work. A very iinporranc 
concession to those, like Thompson^ 
engaged in the struggle for prisoners' 
rights, 

It also increases the chances ul 
exienilcd miprovements following. 'Lhe 
point* here on the outside* is rhiii 
pressure can be cKcrtcd if we're 
organi.scd strongly enough to try and 
do somi-rhing about these impositions 
by f.iceless pnsoiicfats* 

Harold rhompsori extends thanks to 
all who fespnnded on his behalf and 
urges us to keep up the good work for 
lesiS fortunnte com fades who are 
sufferifig in all manner of ways at the 
bunds ijI rhe stare repression maclijiie. 
Togerher we can imke a differeuLe. 

FranklG De« 

Friends o 1 Harold Thompson, PO 801 37 S, 
Knephill, Woking GII 21 2 XL 

Pete Turner 

1 ike iiTjiny, we weir suddnieJ by rbc 
dfuth o( Pcie Joiner (hrenloiii cilntuarv* 
2‘irh l.iniuHV) Ik ie w.u a huge looi ul 
Imi III know ledge in We si I noticni* I'nug 


rcncnihcr. H.'W..sa>nBl<.rthorninlhc 

4iUc .if f ur 4[.uncit. ciiinitK ihrounli (ne 
„pporiui.iMn(.ni'‘:.il pi.l.t.cinr.*. 

When wc ,ct up West iJinJon 
Amirchisf* Sc H.-iditnli |WAU). I’cic 

cvcttls Jespi'u I'is f-TlinK 

pfovlJin(;f«dhr.cknn r.ur ncw.kncr. 

W^AR Cry. We fondly remember Pete 
coming on the iJammcrsmiih Radical 
History W-ilk during the Mayday 
celehr.iririns 10 20 f; 2 . As others have 
noted* he never complamc^d about his 
tihvioiis difficulties in breathing. 

More recently he gave his support to 
ilic Say No to ALMO camp.iign m 
M*immer?miili* attending early meetings 
,n his wheelchair. When he became too 
ill to attend he kept in touch with the 
campaign by icIcpKcme* always eager 
for news. 

We were proud to raise the black flag 
at his funeral and it was fitting that he 
was buried with the banner of ibe 
London Anarchist Group. We're 
planning to hold a large social event in 
Pete's memory. We'll send details to 
Freedom when we have them. 

Tony & Kim 

West London Anarchists ^ Radicals disbanded 
In June 2003 For a copy of the final Issue Of 
WAR Cry, containing the group's final statement, 
please send a starnped seif-addressed 
envelope to West London Anarchisis & 

Radicals, SM Makhno, London WCIN 3XX 

One unsung contribution Pete Turner 
made was as a founder member of the 
London Shop Stewards' Defence 
Committee (LS.SDC) in January 1966 , 
This was based on rhe well-organised 
ENV engmeeniig factory in West London 
and it acred in defence of the convenor 
and chair there* Geoff Carlson and 
Geoff fvlitchdi. 

On instructions from the Joint Shop 
Stewards Committee ySSC), they'd acted 
against scab workers and consequently 
faced prosecution, Incidently rhe JSSC* 
unusually fur the time, covered white 
collar workers nnd were famous later 
for itiiifching fhrough London in support 
of NHS w'orkers behind the banner, ‘Wc 
tare for those who care for us". 

The LSSDC was something of a mish^ 
mash, comprising rank-nnd-file workers 
and some dissident union full-time 
officers, Peter was there as .1 representa¬ 
tive of the building workers* union* with 
{we can imagine) his owri distinctive 
views. Tjic L^SDC went on ro publish 
books and a lournaL Resistance* and n 
took pan in militant .iction to resist the 
factory closure a bn later. 

ft had been a base lor aggressive tactics 
for ycarv. For example* they met weekly 
to vcT the names of the W'orkers manage¬ 
ment wem pi .inning to start rhe ftillim'ing 
Monday. As well as being successful iivcr 
its immediate aim, the l.SSDC acted as 
.1 magnet for lliosc union memhers who 
opposed the Income.^ Policy of Harold 
Wilson’s L.thour govcrnmeiu* compliant 
union hnsses and rampagmg capualisis. 
Peter* wc need ynu now. 

Alan Woodward 

Wildfire pt 364 

Kiirrn Go.iman’s snnnnarv ol my ideas 
iComnieniary* l Oth lanunry) is so miith 
a I nddh with what I actually wrote that 
I dniTr know whert to begin a reply, li 
often wetuH ihai supiiiirtcrs of prtmilivivm 
speak a dittemii hiiigUJgc Ui tin ivM ol 
IIS. Sn when k.iren labels me a lover of 
”iiuideni mdiistii.il suiiety'’ she's 
distorting tiiv pnsiiioii 1 hen ibnv’s the 
whole pnnmu'ist' i lu tonc iiselL 

Ihv lirsi hiiliiiHn sto's.'wtl that initnitiv 
isni iKu’i ' pnsing the Mom Age as a model 


N..W K4m. *® 

“r.nly t lO.UHf) y.’.f* «*" *7 

Mre .-re*s« th.it ihc •.m.ill «4«le 
\y,l^ed cuhutri" pnmitivism wants 
aren't pc-Mum comnmmmw 
alw> .cays th;ii -peasant* ami imAli 
farmers’' «c what "the Wddftrc w-nicni 
argue for"). Hits leaves ill wltb the 
‘-gathering and himimg" tribe* the lirii 
Bulletin rejected. 

So to recap* pnminvisu dfirt*f warn 
to go back TO the Age. they |usf 

imply that they do. They aKo cxrns.dcv 
peasant lift a " return to a life of 
drudgery.'' but also “argue for' it. 

Which* I suppiisc* .shows tbar Zerzan was 
right to cornKit the evil* of language. 

Then rhere'a ih*' whole issue of (to 
quote the first Green and Black 
Bulletin) when “cmlisaoon ooltjipsr^’' 
through "its ow'ti volition". Tliai can 
only mean one thing- It mciiiis the 
destruction of life fis wc know it* m a 
short period of time and whether wc 
warn It or not* Primiiivists* w'hcn 
pressed* isecm to say that they don t 
mean instant chao^ and mass starvation 
by that expression hut that’s what it 
sounds like. Yet they get huffy- when 
you point this outl 
Karen ^hows this contradiction 
between rhetoric and reahty. She says I 
raise *in importanf issue **of how people 
could manage nuclear and toxic waste 
caused by decades of tnilitary and 
industrial production." She suggests 
finding "skilled people to contain the 
legacy of industrialism or to allow them 
to degrade as safely as possible in areas 
that people can avoid.” 

5o nobody w'ifi want to work in a 
mine or a factory* but they’ll want to 
look after toxic and nuclear waster Anid 
how Will rhey do that? Both the first 
Bulletins re|ccted workers' con trot out 
of band. 

It will require technology and industry 
tti provide the means of svastc contain¬ 
ment* yet these are rejected out uf 
hand. So* how will this task be done? 

As for dumping the w,asre In one area* 
doesn't Karen know that the environment 
can't be subdivided in this way? The 
effects of a rotting pile of industrial 
w'astc won't stop at human-made 
harriers. 

Ibc key problem with Kjaren's response 
to me is that it dt>esii‘t address the basic 
question of how wc get to her pnmitivisi 
Utopia. She talks about "small-scale 
LinJ-based culfutcs” but doesn’t 
explain how the UK will support 5Ji 
inilliim people living like that nor how 
we arrive there* This* incidently, (s the 
very crux of my critique (which none of 
the 'primitivisrs' have bothered to 
acknowledge* never mmd address). 

Given that pnmirivists reject workers' 
control* federalism* the “courmuaiKui 
of industrial society" (even temporarily) 
and so forth* I don't sec how it will 
happen vvuhout starvation and misery 
on a massive liciile. Perhaps 'pnmuivwm' 
will be as wonderful as Karen sayv, but 
until she and her k-llows .iciuallv 
discuss how to get there I sviuTi Lv 
signing up. 

Perli.ips rhe reason they don't is 
bcc.uisc thev know n will tuvolve all 
the things ilu'y slag oil 'iriuhtionaP 
•inarthists hu advocating In enher 
svords, a ihoccssuI iiansuioii mvtdvt^ 
wttrkerv' cimiroL letler.ilisin and the 
use ol indusirv. 

And il I hey .iditui this* then ihey'J 
liavc iti .ickiiovvk’dgr ih.it ’Tradittvnuij' 
an.uvhisiv tkni t warn thr -i'cuuiiiiMiitiiii 
ol nkUisuial stiMetv” n all Inn lathet a 
ioial tiaiisLiiriu.uiiui ol LioiLy we list. 

^Vv |usi it Logmsr ih.ii thisi-an'i Iv 
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The self-styled ‘Black Panther of Rap' is back and on top form, 
reckons Tom Jennings 




S onic Jihad* the new album 
by Pans* hit^ (like iti 

pfctkcrts<iri| «ceti media 
amtTOvertV and A delayed I 
release* all thanks It) l« 

ctivet. Evetitufllly concealed 
by a plain hbek sleeve, thia 
shows a loW‘ft)i*ing aircraft approaching 
ibe White Home* with the tcjicnd “wh^ 
is able If* mike >^dh the beast. * It 
has left the San Francisco Bay Area Mt 
a fafK« for Buih's PatHoi Act* along 
with felifW Californians Oroaiaili* 

Riley of The Coup fpurrured in from of 
the World Trade Centre holding a 
detonator on the Parry Music cover, 
though this was several months, before 
9/t IK Rakaa liiscience of DiLitcd Feoplcs. 
and Michael franti of Spearhead, 

The Act has also affected other hip 
bop radicali such as New YorkV Mo* 
tVef and Dead PwJt* alt f»f whose record 
oimpaiues and disinbutors havc been 
mtimtdaicd by FBI and go^-emment 
cifhciali nhw their vocal critkittm nt 
Bush policies. 

On Sonic Jihad the lyrics and subject 
matter are us wrurompromiiiiig as ever, 
ripping into tJie Iraq adventure, US 
cjpitoltun anti the New World Order, 
jcruputotisJv linking these phenoftienci 
to the perspectives, realines and 
conditions ol the Black American (and 
other) urban poor. What make^ Fans 
particularly imetevting, as wuh acts like 
The Coup athi Ehead Pret, If the 
crpharJy rcs'ofurjcuiary analv'sis. 

'fhif buildj on aspeen of Black 
Panther thoughr bur goes beyond ffot 
example) the fettshl&ition of 
chansmaire leadership and masculme 
luprtmacijm tfuit were so prevalent in 
the and 11^70*, This more 
nuanced approach tt* c<mti!nuparar>' 
issues of class, race, politics and 
economics a voids the impasses of 
Leninism, black separatism mid 
recuperation into black 
naiiortalisf/Ciipitalist ideoloj^', while 
imisfing ort rhe necessity for 
fundoaientaJ political change from the 
grassroots (rhe ‘STireets‘1 if the 
degradation of rhe lower classes isn't to I 


he perpetuated. 

The sound is classic raw Wtst Coast 
G-Funk. with the deep driving basslities 
reinforcing ifie enctBy and anger of the 
lyrics while enctiuraging the body and 
mind to ihtub m response. The minimal 
l^ats are embellished with diflerem 
iiismimemal and vocal siyks and 
samples of political speeches, media 
reportage and mher soundbites. 

These are often direct and up-front. 
Sometimes they use irony, humour and 
pamdy to make their point, while on 
jrandoui tracks like Sheep To The 
Slaughter and the single Wbat^^ould 
You Ho? the rhythms, countcTpci’mts, 
percussion and vocal accompanimexits 
are more complex and subtle* making 
ihc album less monoicmoun, both 
musically and in the 5traightfci™f«* 
(occasjonattv dumsyl lyTtcs and delivery 

ParisY IS^ycar longevity'm ibe rap 
game can be anributed to a pragmaric 
nrmblcncss in ncgonaimg the commercial 
music environment. Political int^ity 
has led him to dnl with moinstrearo 
companies stratcgicalb and an his own 
terms (if at allL for limited purposi^ 
and without lufrcndering control. What 
It. lost in access to larger audiences is 
gamed m autonomy and clarity of 
purpose, a lessim even the most apolitical 
commercial hip hop cntiepTeneurs 
learned early on as they tried to bring 
rhe orT to the masses m rhe face of a 
corporate stranglehold. 

Pans Idt Tommy Boy Records after 
their Warner Brothers distriburton deal 
went for a iHallDburron thanks to his 
attack on Dybya''s dad over the 1991 
Cidf War. He kh Priori r>' Records m 
1995, resisring commercial presfum to 
pose w'lth fashmnahte gangster nihilism. 
Setting up his own company and 
rdcasiag records online leaves a main¬ 
stream role only for rhe independent 
JuiOTbureiFS who major rctailtns tdy on 
for their niche market stcHde. While tt*s 
mure diffioilt to find the music, 
checking out the excellent guerilbfunk 
website itvealv releases by other artists 
of similar poliilcfll hue m well as texts 
and Irdtf expounding and widening 


X - 


their analysis. 

Hip hbp^s influence is undeniable and 
unprecedented, hut its political utiliry 
has been concealed and undermined in 
many ways. Routine contempt is show-n 
by mainstream commentators for any 
cultural form coded as "black*; and the 
vulgarity and profanity fuels moral 
panics and anracts censcirious impulses 
from the hbek and whne bourgeoisie, 
reactionanes and the politicalty correa. 
TbcrcValsc* deep suspicion of the 
commercial dilution and poisonous 
distortion of some of its cIcmcfiR, 
which appear to be "negative' (and which 


ore magnified io order to be marketed 
as such) when isolated from the contexts 
in which they make sense. 

But artists such as Pans and Dead 
Prez, as svell as others who remain in 
the commerdak mainstream (like .Hos 
Def and Talih Kwcli) demonstrare that 
hip hop culture can be revolutionary in 
the political sense well as culturally. 
Even more than that, as representatives 
(but not leaders) of millions of adherenis 
and practitioners w’ho will never receive 
media coverage or reach celebrity 
status* they exemplify a potential for 
expression and organisation among the 


contemporary lower classes which most 
radical political groups haven't 
predicted, noticed or appredated. 

This poEential has yet to be realised 
in explicitly political action* but the hip 
hop generation is steadily becoming 
more assenivc. The penetrating 
understanding shown by Paris and his 
comrades of the political and economic 
reality of global capitalism, both in 
general and in its local manifestaoons, 
bodes well. 

Sonic jihad by Pans (teatjiring Dead Prei, 
Public Enemy, Capieton & Kaiti ) is available 
from Guerilla Funk Reco^ at metdlafunltconi 


NEW RELEASES 


Still Reportin 

Tragedy Knadafi 
Solid / 25II Life 

As Iron Sharpens Iron 

The Procussions 
Traffic Records 

us rap veteran and cx<hdd star Tragedy 
comes wiiJv an album of songs about 
the 'hfKwJ. The beats are of a higli 
qualin' hot the lyrical content leaves a 
lot IO be deiiired: h ra formulaic. The 
promu company which sent me these 
releaies is run by Mtke Lewis, win* is 
jfoi a joumalisf lor the bijigesi UK hip 
hop rag (who shall ranam riitmcJes*^ 
Mjf/iLc ro say ie*s available m WJ l. 
Smiths), record label owner and 
inierncf recordwhup owner, incidenriy, 
iwime music CTJ review Lopies now 


come With ant»-hc«)tleggtng noises 
mterspersed around the CD. This is 
very annoying and a great dimmjshcr of 
the listcnmg experience. 

The Procussions don't mspire or 
engage this (white suburban) reviewer 
with their bog-cundard "retro' beats 
and rhymes. Having said that their DJ 
can scratch. One rapper has a similar 
cadence to a Jurassic S rapper and 
another sounds like Talih Kwelj. US r*ip 
to me p.ilc» into insignificance in rektion 
lo what w'c'rc producing in the UK. 
Notringbam^ Cappo, Our Da Vilic and 
Pitman (a.k,.t Styly Ccc) and London's 
Bramux, Mystrri, BHk Tw*mg, Infinite 
Liver., Rfidney P, Task feuce and soon are 
bringing a fresh UK voice and fresh bentx. 

Chris Byrne 

for more Intormition on UR hip hop see 
I ivww.ukhh.cQin 


Falling Down 

Jehst 

Low life Records 

jehsts newest offing is norhing less than 
superb. Jehst has this way of giving out 
fine fh^Tucs that just flow relentlessly 
word after word. Frustration, rage, 
introspection, hope, all words sown 
through the highest grade of poesy and 
politics. 

The guest list runs strung on London 
hip hop's finest naines. Klashockoff and 
Lewis Parker on the dirty laoi of Give 
It Here* Asaviour on Monotony and 
Usmaan and The iundragon on 
Mammals. The soulful vocals of Diablo, 
live flute from Biscuit and cuts and 
scratches courtesy of Mr. Thing and the 
prodigy under I Ss DMC champ DJ IQ. 
Smooth loopy (upjbeats that you can 


nod and get down to without losing a 
breath. 

Jehst is prophet of London"s foie hip 
hop scene. Independent hip hop is 
blowing up in London and the finest of 
the world arc coming out of the local 
scene. London's style and finesi airis^. 
Taskforce, Bra intax, Rodney P, 
Klashnckoff, and most all of the Low- 
Life Crew'S, ate world qualify, dense 
and intelligent beats and rhymes that 
make other hip hop look like child's 
play. Jehst lets no one down and keep^ 
London up as one of the premium 
grounds for hip hop. 

iFarty GurU 

Fm more informaPon see 
WWW. lowKfBtecords.co.uk 

Send u« ^ut tiOoK/CD/DVD/evoni reviews - 
(or details ol our address see page 2. 


FREEDOM 

ANARCHIST BOOKSHOP 
& AlfTONOMY CLUB 

84b Whitechspal Higb Street 
Loffiton El 7QX 
tel/Tax 020 7247 9243 
OPENING HOURS 
M 4 mi to Sal lO.SOam to Gpm 
tlninitap lO.SOaiB to Spm 
SuBdayt L[>a> to Sen 
Vm am *1 m UM pw Mb atom MtWtk 
C«H M t( yeu nMd twittwi Matt*. 
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,<..nr ovirmiKhi .vid tJi.ir ii umln'i 
mvidu tiu- elioiiii.ni<>ii <d .ill hifin' "1 

♦ndui'frv ciifni 

Kdfcii ^ ■•h ippier juJ 

mm livmB III her iiti'P'ii 

I'm pljtii; after .ill. ^he iltMsm r ^ivt mt 
.,n> iipTdin. The iden that we uin thorac 
ihc kv€\ (it tcfhnnlofle vvx' wan* is 
disTiiiswJ VVirhuHf trony, 

fihe fhiit It's ’indiJsftfKilbm' that 
"rfmoees rlir chnicc ptxi^ple hi 
4fw:t\lc liow to litc’ and so condciim' 
ns Jii to livf under pnminvisni. Sorry. 
hi>t saving that rlu-re's no a Hern j live 
does seem n hrtft- aurhonrari.m fo me. 
p^tmeuliirly « Iien ihe use ot appropriure 
rcx’hiiology shown it mn true. 

lain McKay 


If tins MJfJi 'd thv iroiciititdl 
l„„„„u.nJitii.n h«,nwiiiilitre(f«> <.i> 

y.iiii rrot..tyi.ii«-. ;ii J hmhet .if eold 

Hater hiH on squahblm^ "" 
street. I’H lie Jchglued. 

The intended outvomt of Diich 4 

fH^ing largely m the same boat as the 
rest of tis, deserving of a degfce ol 
comp.issinii. a.s wc cry in our v.^nmi.s 
ways m cope with life- h di on Id mean 
rhai jnv soluinxi or. at least, iiini'lioratitni 
n| nur aitidirioEi ivill be one that's arrived 
^1 hy consensus, and that vve Jort t over 
riirii the lioat m lighting to he ’right'- 

flif Tecltl 


Speaking Js one uirh a broadfy ‘green 
I pK-rsptvtive on nn^irehisni. Tm finding 

the ping-pong acrimony over the 
Wifdfire conrrihuripns tedious j^nd. 
increasingly, ridiculous * one wTiter 
'quoring' comments hy another, then 
rhe other replying that fho was a quote 
from anofher quorarion which hr never 
s,iid any way. And, alf the %vhrfc. the 
rest of the re-adership lojses rrack of 
ivhar fhe orrgmaf pomt was and hair 
probabiy^ ceased to care. Jr all cries out 
for 3 ijirter-day Gdheit .ind Suffivan to 
pur It on rhe stage. 

Can [ ofter riiese fhoiighrs.J ff, for 
instance, rhe ’grt'cns* won't constder or 
discuss how wc'rc ro supply the needs 
of a Ubyworld popuJation tif 58 million 
or si.x biflion with ex'rensivc, .smaff-scaJc 
agricuimre and. perhaps, with hunting 
ami minimal industrial .tcfivit)'. rhen 
they're ducking the issue. 

If. on the other hand, ‘anri^greens' 
won't consider or discuss how' such 
popuJacons. increasing as ihey are, can 
he housed, fed or transported, in 
increasing densitv', with ever-inore intense 
chemical and CM-led agriculture, 
problematic water supplies, increased 
use of fossil nr nuclear fuel, all without 
the psychological, social and ecological 
breakdow'n fnnr to tnention the kind of 
social control) required to 'manage' 
such an anthill society then they too are 
ducking many issues. 

Let me say this as an attempted 
caralysr: perhaps both camps axe 
equally right and wrong. Perhaps, 
whichever course (or neitherJ wt take, 
the outcome will be unpleasant. It will 
cerramly be so if we go into it still 
fighting over quotes. 

Wisdom requires that we inteliigentiy 
embrace what the existentialist Spanish 
writer Unamuno termed the "tragic 
i^mse of life”; realising that there 
probably never has been a 'perfect' 
society^ that humans^ cither as indivuiuats 
or as socicrtes. are always being faced 
with dilemmas - chokes between 
courses of action, both of which have 
compelling claims to truth; neither being 
really tatfcablc without toat commitment; 
either or both of which might he 
disastrous. All with the realisation that 
mactioji is no solution either. 


Cooperating 

.Anarchists h.ive a repur.ition tor lacking 
practical, constnicrivc ideas. This is 
uonsense of course. Anarchisiin is full of 
view's abtiiif how ,in.irchists can apply 
their principles in the preieni. We can 
always point to actual dcvclnpincnts 
which embiidy our ideas. 

Hisforic.illy. wc poiiif ro ex.imples of 
pcjpafar selt'mnn.igcmenr like rhe 
neighbour a^sfiubJics (‘secnons’J of the 
FftTtch Hcvtdution, the soviets and facrory 
CO mm I trees of the Russian Revolution, 
the coilccnvcs and unions of die Spanish 
Revolurioii. rhe workers* councils of 
Jdungan.in revolt of J956 and the factory' 
occupations, assemblies and action 
eominittces of Rarts. 1968* 

Today, the mnst obvious (and most 
revoiutrooaryj examples arc the popular 
assemblies and factor)' necuparions of 
Argentina and the Zapiirisia communities 
in -Mexico* Then there are the various 
syndkafisr unions fighting the class war 
across the world. All arc e.vamples of 
anarchy in action. 

Bur our ideas axe being applied on a 
smaller scale as well. For c.’campk' Lowkk, 
a Cumbrian village, is establishing the 
first eooperative-run state school after 
being told tliat their 150-year-old school 
must close in july due to falling rolls. 
Pupils were expected to travel up to 11 
mdes a day hy taxi to the nearest school. 

Campaigners, including the pupils, 
insist that the school is virai to their 
conununity. They've disim^ed rhe option 
of going independent, saying that Lowick 
needs a state school. Instead they've 
cotne up with the idea of running it as 
a cooperative. The school would be 
state-funded but run by the community. 
The school's headteacher calls the school 
the 'focus of the community'. In its new 
form it would provide more services, 
including adult learning, a centre lor e- 
karning and childmindmg. 

They plan to call the venture the Lowick 
Pioneers school, after the founders of the 
Cfioperativc movement, the Rochdale 
Pioneers, In the words of one I tTyear- 
old, ”we hope that having a ccMiperative 
school will help us do what the pioneers 
did: treat each other fairly and work 
togetbec.'' 

While state funding is hardly perfect 
from a libertarian perspective, wc can 
only hope the proiect works. A 
functional cooperative school could be 
it model for others tci follow, a practical 



cvampld which shnwit that rejecring 
Piarionaiisaimn and priv.irisafion is 
possible and viable. 

The principles of cooperation can he 
applied everywhere, in industry, housing, 
credit and consumpriof). Tike the r.tilwii>'s. 
Privatisation has lunsurprisingly) proven 
to be a failure, Re-natinnylisation 
would simpi) change the boss. We 
should be arguing instead for workers' 
self-management as an. altemarive. 
Impossible? Far from it. Thanks to 
the syndicalm revolt of the |9|0s, the 
mil way unions used to call for workers' 
control rather than narionalis.ition. 

N*ow they can do so again. Unless we 
expose the fact that pfivatisaritm and 
natiofialisattoti are two sides of the 
*ame (capitalist) coin the chances for .i 
real ami-capitalist movement m this 
country will he slim. 

This isn't to suggest that vve can 
reform capitalism away [the market 
places barriers to such hopes). Nor is it 
to hlind us to the limiraiions m creating 
islands of anarchy within the sea of 
capitahsm. It's simply to suggest that, by 
supporting experiments in cooperadon, 
we can help to show rliat anarchism is 
viable. We still mustn't forget, that to 
fully develop, cooperatives must be parr 
of wider social struggle. Without a wider 
movement, capitalism and the state can 
easily tolerate them with no fear ol a 
challenge. 

So while cooperatives are an unportant 
area for practical anarchist activity, 
they can only he part of it, nor the 
whole. Their full potential can only 
come aboul with sod it lisa don which, in 
turn, requires a revolution* We need to 
build A wider social movement which 
creates the future society while fighting 
the current one* Bur as part of building 
.1 movement of this son, we should 
support cooperatives as a pracrical 
ahernative tti the narionalisation (state 
capitalism) praised by the left. 

Anatcho 
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A sideways look 

Sir Roy \kadow's is an expert. He was 
rhf first to thcori.se that mothers kjll their 
babies because they wanted to barm 
fhcm.'selves, the lamous ‘Munchausen s 
syndrome by proxy'. The judiciaus use 
of Ocoim's razor and a smattering of 
gt-netk history might h.avc served to 
avert what could be hundreds of mis¬ 
carriages of lusrice, hut that's not how 
‘expernse' works* 

As well as the high-profile trials of 
Sally Clark, Trupti Patel and Angela 
Cannings, women jailed afrer they'd 
lost babies to cot death. Meadow's gave 
evidence in over five thousand other 
casi^s, Some of these parents had their 
children taken sway by social senrices 
and their children adopted* 

Children born from donated sperm 
arc about to be given the right to know 
who their biological father is. so you 
don't need a crystal ball to realise that 
something similnr is likely to drive those 
children adopted after the Munchausen's 
by proxy allegations. Human beings arc 
pretty resilient, but finding out that you 
were wrongly taken Ironi your birth 
parents is likely to he traumatic. 

That this tragedy is entirely artificial 
IS a cause for anger But this anger 
shouldn't be confined to attacking the 
experts. Meadows's arrogance 
Cdmps.iunded a tragic siruatuin with 
injustice* Yet he is, since he svas exposed, 
a relatively easy target. 

He lias the professional arrogance that 
sits easily on the shoulders of doctors. 
He's shown no regret or remorse. This 
m Jtsch, were he in prison rather than 
the unfartunate wonien he helped to 
convict, would slop him from getting 
parole* 

Bur there are other culprits here 
besides. At the v.tritms trials, juries 
found women guilty after evidence 
from Meadows. Why didn’t defence 
lawyers put up a stronger case? And 
why did the juries trust ihe expert 
wjmess? 

dliis IS the rub. Our society places 
coo much fairh in ‘experts’- its a faith 
which IS mgramed in almost every area 
Ilf life. Faith in doctors is amongst the 
strongest around, hut scientists 
generally usually inspire ii, es|iecialty if 
they have th.u magic word 'forensic’ tn 
front of their thle. 

i he grip ihc ntte of’doctor' has on 
soiaeiy is shown by the number ot 
people who use M even ihiiugh, rather 
than spending seventy hours ,i week as 
.1 lunior dovtrir, they've doiic nuibing 
mori; rigorous than philosophise, like 
tnrreiu he.iltli secrei.irv ' 1 ) 0 ** tor' jolin 
Reid la Phh m ecrninmu lusiorv). 

Klucfi oj file lell Wiiiild have us leave 
com rill of iiui lives and siruggles to the 
e-sperrs, n,uiielv people who .nr ltamed 
in ihif wu'iue ol M.irsism. New I abiiiu 


behevc that the experts svork for big 
accountancy firms and the nature of the 
expertise (simply put as ’privatise 
everything') brooks no argument. 

I'm nor immune to rhis deference 
myself, but at least I'm aware of it and 
try to exercise a hcaltliy scepticism 
about anything Tm tofd. Evidence from 
experts should be accorded respect, hut 
it's never the only factor when making 
a dea&ioii* And the people at the top 
ccrrainiy believe the same thing. There's 
evidence from almost all dimate sdcntiscs 
about glohai warming, but on action. If 
only Sally Clark, Trupti Patel and Angela 
Cannings had been so lucky. 

Svartfresk 

Words we use 

DIRECT ACTION: 

Direct action, or DA as it is commonly 
known in political circles is sadly an 
oft-misused term - as much by other 
“activists' as by the mamstream media- 
Some people like to chink of D.A as a 
sort of profession: an elite activit)’ 
undertaken on behalf of rhe masses* A 
hind of radical social work, if you will. 

tn fact, the term direct action was 
coined by syndicalists to mean ncrion 
taken by workers to improve their 
conditions themselves, independent ot 
political parries, piditicians or charities* 

This action was most otren in ihe 
form of strikes, go-slows and sabotage, 
but applies equally to all attempts we 
make to Inn Id .i better life for ourselves. 

Fur direct action to be effective it 
needs to escape the ghetto of self- 
selected activists and become rooted 
in people's cverv'day struggles and 
desires. 

For fundamental needs like better 
housing, s,afer streets, shorter working 
hours .ind higher pay* we can light back 
w'lrh rent strikes, community parroU 
and industrial aetJon. 

Direct action can be as simple a.s 
growing our own fond in a eoinmnnal 
alkitmcnt, or *is militant a.s storming 
the Bastille. It’s simply about the 
power we have to ch.mgr the world 
around us, 


The quiz 


1. Under ibe |.tp.inese Ictidal system, 
there were lour classes What were 
they and w Inch one r:mked where? 

2. What did the re.il i'aptain ^uu Tr.ipp 
do Ivlote lalling m love wirh a nun 
•Mid llt'cing the Nans ni a wdt 
known iiuisHal^ 

T .\vcoidiirg to llwcn, how should vint 
dress whcfi vou gu imt ^ 

fieedoni and iiurh? 

■I Wli,u were the 1 hnmdxihiei^ 

“Ul wh.U .111.11 vh 1st w.K 
coiiMccitoii wuli iWm? 

lfii'nr»» urt iMjte e 


^niiil Hilirtin Wi (miDiito(|iH5. iDimon i i /ng t<,|,iip,|,,,, 





















































































































































































